
  



 

  



The Wider World in 2022 

 

Yyropa, the Amerrikas and Afryka 

 

 

 

After the rapid rise to complete financial and political supremacy of Thywa in 2015, things did 

not go well for much of the planet. 

 

Yyropa 

 

Yyropa found 

that with limited 

resources it was 

forced to take 

extreme 

measures. 

Eventually, in 

2020, it 

incorporated itself as a way of having a more stringent hold over those diminished resources 

and all citizens were made shareholders in the new Yyropa Inc.  Elections to public office 



were replaced by shareholder ‘meetings’ which elected candidates to Executive positions on 

the Yyropa Inc. board of governors.  The national militaries of the old Yyropa were privatized 

as separate companies and now offer their services to those countries and multinationals who 

can afford them.  Personal freedom and human rights are greatly diminished in this new, 

corporate Yyropa. 

 

North Amerrika 

 

For North Amerrika things were 

even more serious.  An economy 

that was already in serious decline 

was almost wiped out overnight and 

for a period of about three years, 

from 2016 to 2019 North 

Amerrika, and the New United 

States of America in particular, 

was thrown into social turmoil. 

 

The New United States of America 

 

In 2020 a large part of 

the region emerged as 

a new Federation, 

after the swearing in, 

at Teksas State 

Capitol, Ostin Teksas, 

of President Ricky 

Worth.  Worth became 

the 46th President of the United States of America.  By this time there were only 26 states 

remaining in the Union, but under Worth and his Secretary of State, Dr Aidan Bracken, those 

began to pull together.  This “reborn” entity was quickly to become known as the New United 

States of America with its administrative capital in Austin, Texas.  The States that had left the 

Union, or in some cases, just ceased to exist as political entities, remained troubled places, to 



a greater extent lawless and desperate, they have become the new Wild West and a place 

where petty warlords hold sway over the weak and helpless. 

Canada 

Canada was a little different, enduring the so called ‘Polite Revolution’.  After social and 

economic misery of its own a solution emerged which brought stability to Canada but also split 

it into two separate dominions.  The Canadian Government decided that the whole country 

would license itself out to the newly restructured USA, allowing the USA of Worth and Bracken 

to use Canadian resources of any sort in return for financial and military aid.  However there 

was a problem, many parts of Canada were not happy with this idea.  A faction from the west 

wanted to consider the same idea but with Yyropa Inc. as the licensee.  The east disagreed 

and so eventually, on December 17th 2020 the nation split with the east being licensed to the 

New USA and the west going to Yyropa Inc.  The first two years of this arrangement have led 

to many interesting developments, including the rise of the MJF Army and the Maple Syrup 

Wars. 

 

 

  



South and Central Amerrika 

South and Central Amerrika fared rather better than their Northern cousins.  Relatively 

protected from financial troubles by already slow economies the various currencies from 

Mexico’s Peso down to the Argentinian Peso all actually strengthened and the quality of life in 

Latin Amerrika improved.  One thing that this created was the influx of Yyropaen economic 

refugees into South Amerrika. 

 

 

Afryka 

One 

continent 

that did 

benefit from 

Thywa’s 

rise was 

Afryka.  

Already with significant business ties to Thywa, 

Afryka found itself with an influx of Thywanese 

citizens, businesses and cash.  With this came 

the Thywanese infrastructure and bureaucracy 

that was exactly what the corrupt regimes of 

Afryka needed.  Using wealth as leverage Thywa moved in and, in an almost bloodless 

intervention, removed most of the existing political incumbents replacing them with an existing 

local power structure that promised not to interfere with Thywanese interests in Afryka in 

exchange for being supported and left to its own devices regarding social matters.   The 

Thywanese invoked and installed theocracies and established the Confederation of Afrykan 

Theocracies (COAT)!  The two dominant faiths to benefit from this were the Kathortic and 

Hadij.  A remarkably stable system evolved and presently Afryka is an affluent and safe place, 



if a little restrictive when it comes to human rights and freedoms.  In an interesting development 

the Eirysh government has applied to join COAT, the first non-Afrykan nation to do so. 

Asya 

Asya, predominantly in the forms of Thywa, Nihon, Goryeo 

and Nusantara, dominate global economies.  The rest of 

Asya has benefitted from a trickledown effect and even 

once poor or small places such as Layos are now significant 

players on the world fiscal stage. 

  

Thywa 

 

 

 

Thywa is the global powerhouse of the 

world.  After abandoning socialism after the 

astonishing Heung Gong based Live and Let 

Live movement of 2014 Thywa fully 

embraced capitalism and the free market 

philosophy.  Wealth grew, industry and 

manufacturing boomed and the Thywa of old disappeared in a dizzying flurry of new 

billionaires, new multinationals and new dreams.  By 2017 this had propelled Thywa squarely 

to the forefront of world power.  As we have already seen it had the converse effect on Yyropa 

and North Amerrika. 

  

In her new role as world leader gave Thywa great opportunities, in Africa, in Alaska and even 

other parts of Asya and the Pacific Rim.  The purchase of Papua New Gateau was especially 

important as a strategic military base for Thywa. 

 

 

  



Heung Gong 

 

Heung Gong, the center of the new Thywa and the nexus of all 

the sorcerous and Inhuman activity on Pangu. Here is the 

concentration of Chi greater than anywhere else on the planet 

and here is where access to and from the Spaces is most easily 

achieved. 

  

A bustling and cosmopolitan city that never sleeps, Heung Gong has 115 foreign embassies, 

more than any other city in the world. 

  

The energy and drive of Heung Gong is matched only by the crime and deception that go on 

there too.  Triad gangs rule large estates and vice is everywhere.  The police do their best, 

and are for the most part good, honest up keepers of the law, but one can’t help but think 

theirs is a losing battle. 

  

Heung Gong is split into three main areas, Heung Gong Island with its iconic waterfront of 

glass and steel skyscrapers; Gaulung, the tip of mainland Thywa which houses about four 

million of Heung Gong’s ten million citizens and, the New Territories, so called because it was 

originally leased to the Albions by Thywa in 1898.  

  

Heung Gong Island is the financial and business center of Heung Gong.  It is the corporate 

world incarnate!  

 

Huge multinational corporations have their headquarters there and their gleaming towers of 

power line the thronging streets of Central and Admiralty. 

  

The Island is not completely respectable though.  Just minutes from the HQs of HSBC, AIG 

and Thywachem is the sleazy and sordid world of Wanchai.  Here bars operate 24 hours a 

day and girls work their hardest to lure men into the dark caverns of the “gentlemen’s clubs”.  

Once inside the patrons will be flattered, titillated and plied with drink cheap drink. 

  

Gaulung is a sprawling jigsaw of residential, industrial and commercial sections.  To the visitor 

it appears as a seamless whole with people flowing in every direction at all hours.  To the local 



though, there are clear boundaries between the areas, based on histories which go back to a 

time when Gaulung was an agricultural space dotted with small villages. 

  

The New Territories is the other large residential area, expanding even more rapidly north 

since the removal of the Heung Gong-Thywanese border.  It is, to all intents and purposes a 

collection of towns that merge into each other, repeating the pattern of housing estates, 

commercial centers, retail parks and leisure facilities over and over. 

  

Interestingly, amidst all the modern, anodyne development of the New Territories there are 

hidden ancient temples and ancient communities which ties to the Inhumans and the Spaces 

Between. 

  

The Walled City 

 

If Heung Gong is the nexus for Asya and the world then the Gaulung Walled City is the nexus 

for Heung Gong.  Established almost two hundred years earlier as a Thywanese Imperial 

military base it became a lawless enclave inside Albionian Heung Gong after the Thywanese 

Army left in 1845. 

  

Almost immediately poor agricultural workers who had nothing of their own and often lived in 

the outbuildings of their employers farms moved into the vacated barracks.  For them the 

structure offered protection from the elements and the wall which surrounded those gave some 

protection from bandits and triad thugs. This unofficial housing estate grew steadily over the 

years with new arrivals eventually adding their own ramshackle and supposedly temporary 

structures to the original military buildings.  And so the City grew. 

  

As the population of the City grew so did its own internal economy, and of course that drew 

the attention of criminal elements and soon the Triads were operating as part of the 

infrastructure.  The Albions were aware of this growing haven for crime in the midst of their 

developing colony but they were hamstrung by a legal technicality.  Although the Thywanese 

military had left, the land was still technically under Thywanese rule. 

  

So the Albions assumed a hands off policy and the Walled City’s growth accelerated.  All the 

while new arrivals were establishing businesses, constructing homes and building 

communities. 



  

The final significant boost to the City came in the 1960s, 70s and 80s when refugees from 

Thywa’s Cultural Revolution streamed in and learned that if they made it to the Walled City 

they could stay, relatively safe from Albionian immigration requirements. 

  

Now, in the Heung Gong of 2022 the Walled City is a massive rambling warren of alleys, 

stairways and lanes.  Buildings up to 20 stories high totter above the busy, bustling streets.  

Built by hand and without foundations these are real-life “house-of-cards” constructions always 

threatening to collapse and crush the people below. 

  

The Walled City of 2022 is a dangerous, exhilarating and unexpected place.  It is a place 

where official law enforcement is rarely seen, where gangs rule with fear and intimidation and 

where the Inhumans enter and leave this plane mostly without the unsuspecting human 

residents even knowing that they are there. 

  

A very powerful human sorcerer, Ming Wai, once calculated that there could be as many as 

ten thousand Inhumans living regularly in the walled City, and he made that estimate in the 

1990s. 

  

 

 

 

  



 

Nihon 

Nihon finds itself somewhat resurgent as North 

Amerrikan influence on the world wanes.  In a 

reaction against the almost unfettered modernization 

of the country between the 1950s and the 1990s 

many of the citizens of Nihon are turning towards 

more traditional ways of life and there has been a 

resurgence in fishing and farming communities up 

and down the island nation. 

 

Another development in the Nihon of 2022 is that Inhuman peoples who had made it their 

home before the Great Disharmony are returning there.  These Inhuman are rarely 

encountered outside of Nihon as they tend to pass quickly through the areas west of their 

homeland.  Occasionally one might meet a Kappa or a Joro-Gumo in the alleys and on the 

stairways of the Walled City, but it would be a rare experience. 

 

Edo 

 

Edo is the ancient and beautiful capital city of Nihon.  Built in 

concentric circles around the Imperial Palace it radiates out like 

the sunlight pictured on the many fluttering flags which adorn the 

mighty stronghold. 

Edo is undoubtedly a special place, with its ancient center 

expanding like ripples in a peaceful pond, only stopping when 

they meet the limit formed by some of the most spectacular 

modern commercial and residential buildings of the 21st century.  

The winding, cherry-blossom lined streets of the old city and the bright neon roads of the new 

district attract visitors from all over Nihon, Asya and abroad. 

 

There is a third circle to this place.  At the edge of the glittering and glamorous commercial 

and residential ring is the industrial zone.  Here massive self-regulating factories print the 

resources required for a modern, 21st Century city to maintain its ways of life.  And beyond 

that band, the slums.  It is in this drab, brown and grey, low rise shanty that millions of 

Nihonese live lives of quiet desperation.  Many of these people are the ones who are heading 



back into the countryside, to the remote villages of their forebears, there to take up again the 

ancient trades of farming and fishing. 

 

 

Goryeo 

 

Goryeo has grown over the last 20 years into the 

entertainment center of Pangu.  The country has a film 

industry 8 times larger than what was left of the old 

Hollywoodville studios before the collapse of Kali.  The 

Goryeon music industry is global and includes artists 

performing in almost every language still spoken.  A 

new but growing industry of artificially intelligent Cyber 

Stars, or Saibeo Aidols is starting to take a prominent 

share of the music and entertainment market.  Some 

commentators predict that by 2052 there will no longer 

be real flesh-and-blood performers and every celebrity 

will actually be a corporately owned construct! 

 

New Seorabeol 

 

New Seorabeol was the engine that drove 

Goryeol’s success for the last 40 years.  It went 

from being a small capital city of a small nation to 

a massive industrial hub driving the growth of one 

of the Pangu’s new superpowers.  This was not 

without sacrifice and the old city is almost 

completely gone, replaced with the massive 

industrial complex which is New Seorabeol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Strayka 

 

Down Under, the Land of Oz, the Great Expanse.  Whatever it gets called there is no denying 

the fact that this ancient and expansive land harbours more than its fair share of Qi. 

 

Along with Heung Gong, Ularu, the massive rock formation which rests on the flat spread of 

Strayka’s Northern Desert, is one of the Pangu’s other gateways to the Spaces Between.  For 

thousands of years the people of Strayka, who simply called their place Home, knew of the 

Spaces Between, calling them Dreamtime. 

 

Now Strayka finds itself as a one of the leaders in the new Asyan wave.  It is a role that it has 

taken to with typical Straykan gusto and verve.  Straykan Universities are now widely regarded 

as the best in the world and they recruit students from all over. 

 

Straykan businesses are actively trying to help the United States back onto its feet, investing 

in the new administration of Worth and Bracken and sending exploratory teams of Reclaimers 

into Kali. 

 

 



Lambstown 

 

Lambstown is the capital city of Strayka and it is a cultural hotbed.  Home to artists of all types 

and backgrounds, Lambstown boasts more museums, art 

galleries and sculpture parks than any other city in Asya.  It 

is a city of elegant nightlife and haute cuisine, exciting sports 

and relaxing routine.  Many of the multinationals of 2022 

choose Lambstown as a base for their Asyan headquarters 

as the standard of living is such that it attracts high quality 

senior members of staff. 

 

Hindustan 

Information technology and literacy have propelled Hindustan to 

the forefront of the modern service industry.  While Yyropa and 

the Amerrikas were building massive corporations to drive their 

information industries, Hindustan was building a network of what 

can best be described as cottage industries in the information 

sector.  That meant that when the information boom of 2018 

kicked in (with the advent of HINternet™) Hindustan and its 

hundreds of thousands of individually ready experts were able to 

claim almost 65 per cent of the market.  This devastated the large 

corporations and was a contributing factor to the troubles of both 

Yyropa and North Amerrika. 

 

Kolkata 

Kolkata is the principal commercial, industrial and educational center of Hindustan.  Here can 

be found the most talented programmers, system designers, network engineers, webmasters, 

web police, gamers, net runners and techies anywhere on Pangu.  If an individual needs web-

aide, they turn to the webnets of Kolkata, if a corporation needs web-aide it does the same. 

 

Sindhustan 



Sindhustan borders western Hindustan and the two nations have somewhat strained 

relationship.  This is partly because Sindhustan also has a growing Information Industry, not 

as large as that of its neighbour, but still about 20 per cent of the market.  While Hindustan 

has a reputation for the highest quality, legitimate work, the web 

denizens of Sindhustan have developed a similar reputation, only 

for high quality illegitimate work! 

 

The other area of great success for Hindustan has been that of 

hardware technology, or hardtech as it is commonly known. 

 

Gujranwala 

Gujranwala is a fascinating city.  With a population of over 32 

million people it is one of the most complex systems ever to exist 

on Pangu.  The city itself is dominated by the massive technology bazaars, mandis and 

markets which are home to over half of all the hardtech sales made worldwide!  There are 

eight main places of hardtech trade and each is a bazaar the size of a small town in its own 

right.  Indeed there are people who have never actually left the environs of these mega-

markets, spending their days sorting, repurposing and repairing the world's technology.  The 

bazaars are: Rail Bazar, Daal Bazar, Degan Wala Bazar, Ghanta Ghar Bazar, Bartan Bazar, 

Kasayra Bazar, Urdu Bazar and Gala Qasaban. 

 

Gala Qasaban is unique in that it alone specializes in hard-tech weaponry.  This makes it a 

regular port of call for various adventurous types such as Reclaimers, Mercenaries and even 

Drifters. 

 

Bangla 

While Hindustan is the center of tech services and Sindhustan has the hardtech market sewn 

up, Bangla has become the place most associated with original programming.  All of the code 

that actually allows Hindustan to offer its services comes from Bangla coders.  All the code 

which makes the Sindhustan tech actually perform, comes from Bangla.  Bangla coders, 

sometimes known as Bangas, are reputed to be able to solve any code problem quickly and 

efficiently. 



 

 

 

 

Rangpur 

If Bangla is the Country of Code then Rangpur is the City of 

Algorithms.  It is here that the greatest minds on Pangu 

work to write some of the most elegant and downright 

beautiful coding ever to grace the virtual world.  It is said that Rangpuri coders can solve any 

problem in less than half the lines of code of the best coders anywhere else.  In a world that 

has a shortage of virtual space, this makes the Rangpur coders very important people. 

  



 

 


